The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer

Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 322 Hart Senate Oftice Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

February 4, 2026

Dear Leaders Thune and Schumer and Members of the U.S. Senate:

As we approach the 30th anniversary of Section 230, years of unchecked, harmful tech product
releases have left little doubt that this far-reaching liability shield for Big Tech has resulted in
harm to American families without recourse for the victims of addictive and abusive digital
platforms. As the Senate marks this anniversary, we urge you not to create a new shield for
Big Tech by advancing legislation that would broadly preempt state artificial intelligence
(AI) laws.

We write as a coalition of civil society, policy, and advocacy organizations, united in our belief
that a culture of accountability, transparency, and lawfulness is imperative for protecting the
public in an era of fast-moving technology. We applaud your work to reexamine Section 230, and
we urge you to apply the lessons learned from this legal shield to the ongoing debate over
preemption of Al laws.

Across the country, states are responding to real and documented harms by enacting targeted,
commonsense protections addressing issues such as workplace surveillance, deepfake abuse, and
risks to children and consumers. These laws reflect democratic accountability and serve as
critical guardrails in a rapidly evolving technological landscape.

Broad federal preemption would sweep these protections aside and, in practice, recreate the same
dynamics that followed the passage of Section 230. While Section 230 played an important role
in the early internet, its expansive liability shield also enabled platforms to evade responsibility
for foreseeable harms, leaving families, workers, and communities with little recourse.
Extending similar immunity to Al companies would repeat this mistake at a far larger scale.

Congress has an important role to play in establishing strong baseline protections while
preserving the ability of states to respond to emerging risks and protect their residents.
Lawmakers should not strip states of their authority or freeze innovation in public interest
safeguards at the same moment that Congress reckons with the harms inflicted by an
unaccountable tech industry over the past decade.



Al is already impacting young people, students, workers, consumers, the elderly, and American
families. The public deserves meaningful protections and the ability to seek accountability when
harms occur. Congress should not foreclose those protections by shielding the Al industry from
rules of the road that prioritize public safety.

We stand ready to work with you on federal Al policy that promotes innovation while ensuring
accountability, transparency, and protection for the people most affected by this emerging
technology.

Sincerely,
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cc: Sen. Lindsay Graham
Sen. Dick Durbin



