
 

November 24, 2025 

The Honorable John Thune​
Majority Leader​
United States Senate 

The Honorable Mike Johnson​
Speaker​
United States House of Representatives 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer​
Minority Leader​
United States Senate 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries​
Minority Leader​
United States House of Representatives 

​
Dear Leader Thune, Speaker Johnson, Leaders Schumer and Jeffries, 

As faith leaders committed to ethical technology policy, we write with deep concern regarding, 
and in opposition to, the proposed preemption measure on state regulation of artificial 
intelligence (AI), and including such a provision in the current National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) package or any other legislative vehicle. 

We believe this is a pivotal moment not only for our nation’s technological future but for our 
moral imagination. The development of AI is not simply a question of markets and machines—it 
is both a human and moral question: What are the impacts, benefits, and dangers to the dignity of 
work, human intellect, the nature of truth, the boundaries of consent, and the social compact we 
share as neighbors and citizens? 

At its best, democratic governance holds sacred the principle that those closest to a community 
are often best positioned to discern its needs. Our Founders wanted the federal government to 
share power with state governments, not subjugate them. Throughout our history, states and 
localities have played a vital role in protecting the American public and piloting innovations in 
commerce, education, the general welfare, and the common good. From consumer protections to 
educational reform, states have often led the way in shaping responsible policy, working 
alongside the federal government to pilot solutions, refine approaches, and uphold the values of 
their communities. These experiments in state-level policy innovation may one day provide a 
foundation for national policies. The proposed moratorium on state regulation of AI would 
undermine that foundational principle. 

Such a prohibition would not create order. It would create silence—locking out communities of 
faith and conscience, local lawmakers, and civil society voices from shaping how AI impacts our 
schools, courts, hospitals, and homes. This approach risks not only leaving the governance of AI 
to be determined primarily by the interests of large tech actors but also removing the power of 
the American people, through their elected representatives, to pursue morally sound policy 
decisions. 

 



 

 
 
This concern becomes even more acute in light of previous efforts to pass a preemption measure 
earlier this year, which was voted down 99-1. Efforts to circumvent our democratic processes by 
slipping this provision into must-pass legislation like the NDAA are not how wise and effective 
public policy is made.  

If we truly value competition, innovation, and American leadership in technology, then we must 
resist the temptation to centralize power in the hands of a few. We support a strong federal 
framework that protects the American public—especially children, families, and the 
workforce—from the worst abuses of AI. But such a framework must be rooted in wisdom and 
designed to strengthen—not supplant—the ability of states to lead with integrity and care. 

This means: 

●​ Safeguarding children from predatory digital environments; 
●​ Protecting individuals from the use of AI to produce non-consensual 

intimate/pornographic imagery; 
●​ Defending workers from opaque, exploitative algorithmic decision-making; 
●​ And upholding the rights of states to explore and pilot thoughtful, values-rooted policies 

that serve their people. 

We do not fear AI, but neither do we worship it. Like fire, language, or law, AI is a tool to be 
stewarded wisely. The call before Congress is neither to halt progress nor unleash chaos—it is to 
ensure that the digital age reflects our deepest values, not just our fastest capabilities. 

We strongly urge you to oppose preemption on state AI regulation and reject any future efforts to 
tie states’ hands. This is a moment for wisdom —not control. The future of ethical innovation 
depends on it. 

In faith and in hope, 

Word & Wisdom Coalition 

Dr. Christina Edmondson & Ekemini Uwan​
Co-Founders, Truth’s Table 

Emma Petty Addams & Jennifer Walker Thomas​
Co-Executive Directors, Mormon Women for Ethical Government 

Eric Sapp​
President, Public Democracy 

 



 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Gabriel Salguero  & Rev. Jeanette Salguero​
President, National Latino Evangelical Coalition 

Michael Vazquez​
CEO & Founding Partner, The Maiden Group 

Dr. Napp Nazworth​
Executive Director, American Values Coalition* 

Patricia Ruiz-Cantu​
RenaceUSA 

Stephanie Summers​
CEO, Center for Public Justice 

Rev. Dr. Walter Kim​
President, National Association of Evangelicals 

Zakiya Jackson​
President, The Expectations Project 

Better Neighbors AI 

Rabbi Melanie Aron​  
Jewish Earth Alliance 
 
Sousan​Abadian 
Executive Director, Interfaith Council of Metropolitan Washington 
 
Rabbi Julia Appel 
 
Rabbi Moshe E. Bomzer 
Vaad HaKashruth of the Capital District 
 
Zachary Davis 
Executive Director, Faith Matters 
 
Rabbi Dorit Edut 
Detroit Interfaith Outreach Network 
 
Rabbi Jean Eglinton 
Beth Am 
 

 



 

 
 
Rabbi Matthew Gewirtz 
Senior Rabbi, Temple B'nai Jeshurun 
 
Rabbi Howard Glantz 
Congregation Adath Jeshurun 
 
Brian Green 
Director of Technology Ethics, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics, Santa Clara University 
 
Taylor Hartley 
Editorial Director, 9Marks 
 
John Havens 
Author, Heartificial Intelligence: Embracing Our Humanity to Maximize Machines 
 
Rabbi Oren Hayon 
Senior Rabbi, Congregation Emanu El 
 
Dr. Valerie Hudson 
SquareTwo, a journal of faithful Latter-day Saint thought 
 
Summer Ingram 
VP of Strategic Affairs, Liberty Counsel Action 
 
Dr. David Zvi Kalman 
Shalom Hartman Institute, Sinai and Synapses 
 
Rabbi Peg Kershenbaum 
 
Rabbi Daniel Kirzane 
KAM Isaiah Israel 
 
Rabbi Douglas Kohn 
Temple Beth Jacob 
 
Rabbi Samuel Levine 
East Midwood Jewish Center 
 
Rabbi Anne Lewis 
 
Rabbi Michael Mellen 
Iron and Sage, Inc. 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Medlir​Mema 
Senior Fellow, Organized Intelligence 
 
Dr. Roland Millare 
Vice President of Curriculum, St. John Paul II Foundation 
 
Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman 
Sinai and Synapses  
 
Rabbi Sara Sapadin 
Temple Emanu-El 
 
Alex Sarkissian 
Buddhism & AI Initiative 
 
Dr. Jack Shlachter 
Rabbi, Los Alamos Jewish Center and HaMakom Congregation, Santa Fe 
 
Rabbi Andrew Sklarz  
Temple Judea of Bucks County 
 
Mat Staver 
Founder and Chairman, Liberty Counsel  
 
Jeffrey Strom 
Director of Jewish Experiences,  
STAMFORD JCC 
 
Michael Toscano 
Senior Fellow, Institute for Family Studies 
 
Rabbi Mara Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*For Identification Purposes Only 

 


